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10 Heron Lane 
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October II , 2010 

Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP 

1440 New York Ave., N .W. 

Washington, DC 20005-0000 

Re: Steele II Status Following Court's September 27,2010 Order 

Steele v. Bongiovi. et al.. No. 1:1O-cv-11218- DPW (Steele II) 

Dear Attorney Sloan : 

I write about a fact iss ue relating to Steele II arising from to the Court's September 27, 20 10 

Order ("Order") in Steele I (08- 11 727). Steele II is based on 17 U.s.c. §§ 1202 and 1203, 

prohibiting removal or alteration of copyright management information, e.g., a copyright notice. 

The factua l basis of Steele II is defendants' unautho rized removal of MLBAM 's copyright notice 

from the MLB Audiovisual: 

Defendant[s]' without the authorit;y of the copyright owner or law, intentionally removed or 

altered, or knowingly and materially contributed to the intentional removal or alte ration of, 

copyright management information from the MLB Audiovisual, includ ing information set 

forth in MLBAM's notice of copyright ... See, genera lly, Stee le II Complaint (e mphas is 

supplied). 

The Order found that "MLBAM was adequately served with process, " Order at 9, leaving 

open the poss ibility that MLBAM was aware of, and authorized, removal of the MLBAM copyrigh t 

notice from the MLB A udiovisual fil ed with the Court. If MLBAM did , in fact, authorize remova l 

of the copyright notice, Steele, in good faith, would have no choice but to dismiss Steele II. 

However, as the record stands, MLBAM's au tho ri ty or lack thereof is an open ques ti on. If 

MLBAM will confi rm in writing that it authorized the removal of its co pyright noti ce from the 

MLB Audiovisual fil ed in Steel I, Steele will dismiss Steele II. O ut of an abundance of cauti on, 

dismissal of Steele II wo uld be without prejudice. Howeve r, barring new or newly discovered 

evidence contraty to MLBAM's confirmation that it authorized removal of the copyri ght notice (if 

provided) , Steele will not re-fil e or otherwise assert §§ 1202 and 1203 violations arising from the 

MLB Audiovisual filed in Steele I. 
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Accordingly, I ask that you provide confirmation that MLBAM authorized removal of irs 

copyright notice from the MLB Audiovisual, if possible, at which point Steele will immediately 

dismiss Steele II. If, on the other hand , MLBAM did not authorize remova l of its co pyright noti ce 

or if yo u are unwilling or unable to determine whether MLBAM gave such authorization, please so 

advise. In that event, Steele wi ll have no choice but to ma intain Steele II. 

At this point, the Steele II summonses have not yet been forwa rded to the U.S. Marshal's 

office for service of process. Given the Order, Steele decided that, without provid ing MLBAM the 

opportunity to clarify its authority or lack thereof, Steele could not pursue Steele II in good faith. 

Accordingly, I reques t that you respond at your ea rl iest convenience. [f we do nor hear from 

you by Thursday, October 14,2010, we will have no choice but to assume M LBAM did not 

authorize removal of its copyright norice and will proceed with service of process . [f you need 

add itional time to procure MLBAM's wrinen confirmati on, please so advise as soon as possible and 

we will endeavor to acco mmodate any reaso nable request. 

[n the meantime, if you need any further clarification or have any questions, please do not 

hesi rare [0 co nrac[ nle. 

Thank will yo u for yo m anention to this mane r. 

cc: Kenneth A. Plevan, Esq. (via e-mail) 

Scon D. Btown, Esq. (via e-mail) 

Matthew ]. Maru le, Esq. {v ia e-mail} 

Christopher G. Clark, Esq. (via e-mail) 

2 

Vety truly yo urs, 

Christopher A.D . Hunt 
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